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An Appalachian Christmas 

 
The first recorded use of music in America was that of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, bringing Ainsworth’s Book of Psalmes 
with them on the Mayflower in 1620.  The Puritans also brought their psalm book and some musical instruments. Dur-
ing the early years of the English colonization of America, carol-singing was in public disrepute; few of the English carols 
and none of the ritual dances and ceremonies survived in American folk tradition. There was little time in the colonies 
for the fine arts, and “the cultivation of music was neglected until the latter part of the 17th and (early)18th centuries.” 
One cannot contemplate the development of American choral music without acknowledging the deep impression that 
the folk music of Appalachia has made. The influence of southern Appalachia, with its distinctive style influenced by set-
tlers from Scotland and Ireland, can be heard in our country music, ballads and bluegrass. These carols would have been 
sung by the people of Appalachia as they celebrated “old-style Christmas” on January 6, a tradition lasting until the early 
1900’s.  
 
I Wonder as I Wander:  Cathy Moklebust arranged this familiar John Jacob Niles Appalachian Christmas carol for hand-
bells, chime tree, triangle and finger cymbals. The carol has its origins in a song fragment collected by Niles in 1933 in 
the town of Murphy in Appalachian North Carolina. Based on this fragment, Niles composed the version of "I Wonder 
as I Wander" that is known today, extending the melody to four lines and the lyrics to three stanzas. It was first pub-
lished in his collection "Songs of the Hill Folk" in 1934 and soon became widely known in North America, both from 
his own solo performances and in choral arrangements.  
 
The Babe of Bethlehem  This strong Dorian tune is widespread in oral tradition, with variants found in ballads, folksongs 
and hymns. The words are as characteristic of the folk idiom as the melody, and might well have been sung in one of the 
medieval miracle plays. The doubling of the octave in the tenor melody by the sopranos was encouraged by the colonial 
composers. In today’s service, each verse will be used to introduce the next part of the Christmas Story.  
 
The Holly and the Ivy   This unique choral setting of this medieval carol relies upon the ancient symbol of the holly tree. 
Because the holly maintains its bright colors during the Christmas season, it came to be associated with the Christian hol-
iday. Its white blossom evokes purity;  the red berries are a reminder Christ’s blood shed for salvation; the prickle repre-
sents the crown of thorns; the bark, the bitter gall.  The use of ivy during winter also goes back thousands of years. The 
fact that ivy, like some hollies, stayed green throughout the year led some to believe it had magical properties. It too, 
symbolized eternal life, rebirth and the spring season.  Cecil Sharp's English Folk-Carols (1911) was the publication that 
first established the current words and melody.  
 
The Cherry Tree Carol: This carol has been found throughout the Appalachians, as well as in the Ozarks and in Canada. 
Listed in Francis James Child’s The English and Scottish Popular Ballads (pub. 1882-1898) as Child #54, it has been recorded 
by many folk artists, with several texts. In medieval times, the tale was frequently dramatized in folk plays and mystery 
pageants.  
 
Coventry Lullaby: Earlene Rentz (b. 1956 has arranged this familiar 16th century carol with new harmonies and a slightly 
altered melody.  
 
Jesus, Jesus Rest Your Head, sometimes called the Manger Cradle song, is a southern Appalachian carol arranged in by Leo 
Nestor. It is said of the song’s collector/composer, John Jacob Niles: “In the vanguard of the folk revival, Niles drew the 
music out of its original context in isolated pockets of Appalachia and introduced it to a widespread public through his 
recordings and through concerts at social clubs, universities, and concert halls, presenting those folk sources as American 
art music.”  
 
Joys Seven  “The Seven Pleasures of Mary,” first printed in the fifteenth century, has been found in the Blue Ridge and 
Smokey Mountains.  John Jacob Niles collected it in 1933 in Cherokee County, North Carolina. In its various forms, the 
Number Song is the most common folk carol in the United States.  
 
Wexford Carol:  This traditional Irish carol dates back to the 12th century. It is one of the oldest Irish carols and is 
thought to originate in the area of Country Wexford, Ireland. It tells the story of the journey to Bethlehem and the shep-
herd’s arrival at the manger. 

 

Information on today’s instruments can be found on page 6 of the bulletin. 



THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 

EPlease stand in body and/or spirit. 
Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 

Childcare for preschool aged children (birth-preK) is available in our nursery (downstairs, room 105). 
Please see an usher for more information. 

 

 EEE     

   PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP Ding Dong! Merrily on High/Silver Spear 
 Christmas Day in the Morning/Lark in the Morning   
 I Wonder as I Wander arr. Cathy Moklebust 
 Trinity Ringers 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Grace Han 
Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

    
INTROIT Babe of Bethlehem Traditional 
Ye nations all, on you I call, come hear this declaration, and don’t refuse this glorious news of Jesus and salvation. To royal Jews came first 
the news of Christ the great Messiah, as was foretold by prophets old, Isaiah, Jeremiah.  
 

ECALL TO WORSHIP  Marianne Vannatta 
We come to worship the coming King.  
The One who was and is and is to come! 
Robed in Justice, carrying equity in his heart, 
Righteousness is a belt around his waist,  
 faithfulness in the clasps of his sandals. 
 

We have prepared ourselves for worship. 
We intend to do no harm; to love our neighbors 
 and to stay in love with God. 
 

We look forward to the Reign of the coming King. 
The wolves will walk with the lambs;  
 the leopards skip with the kids; 
 and the calves will be friends with the lion cubs. 
Peace will come through the root of Jesse, and we will abide with the King! 
 

EHYMN O Come All Ye Faithful Hymnal no. 234 (verses 1-4) 
   
GATHERING PRAYER 
Almighty God,  
in this Advent season,  
remind us again that in the midst of our darkness you are bringing us peace,  
to calm our anxious spirits and hectic lives.  
Turn our hearts again toward you.  
Make us ready to receive your Son our Savior.  
Slow our pace, and give us the blessing of feeling your peace in our spirits.  
For we ask this in Jesus’ precious Name. Amen.  
 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE  John Cardone and Philip Reynolds 
 

ETHE PEACE 
All exchange signs and words of peace and reconciliation. 
 
CHILDREN’S TIME  Pastor Grace Han 
We invite children to enjoy and participate in worship this morning.  Nursery is available for preschool aged children (birth-preK) down-
stairs in room 105. 



 

 
CHILDREN’S ANTHEM The Holly and The Ivy arr. Craig Curry 
 Trinity Choristers, Women’s Ensemble, Trinity Ringers 
The holly and the ivy, when they are both full grown, of all the trees that are in the wood, the holly bears the crown. The holly bears a blos-
som as white as the lily flower, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ, to be our sweet Saviour. The holly bears a berry as red as any  blood, and 
Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ to do poor sinners good. The holly bears a prickle, as sharp as any thorn, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ 
on Christmas Day in the morn. The holly bears a bark, as bitter as any gall, and Mary bore sweet Jesus Christ for to redeem us all. The 
rising of the sun and the running of the deer, the playing of the merry organ, sweet singing in the choir. 
 
ANTHEM The Cherry Tree Carol Traditional 
When Joseph was an old man, he married the Virgin Mary in the land of Galilee. And as they were walking through an orchard so good, 
Where were cherries and berries as red as any blood;  O then bespoke Mary with words meek and mild, “Pluck me one cherry, Joseph, for I 
am with child.” “Go to the tree, Mary, it shall bow down to thee, and you shall gather cherries by one, by two, by three.” Then bowed down 
the highest tree unto our Lady’s hand, “See,” Mary cried to Joseph, “I have cherries at command.” “O eat your cherries Mary, O eat your 
cherries that grow upon the bough.” Then Mary plucked a cherry, as red as any blood, Then Mary went she homewards all with her heavy 
load. 
 

EGOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:39-45 Pew Bible, NT, Page 57 Pastor Grace Han 
 The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

HOMILY “Mary Visits Elizabeth” Pastor Grace Han 
 

CHORAL RESPONSE Babe of Bethlehem Traditional 
His parents poor in earthly store, to entertain the stranger, They found no bed to lay His head but in the ox’s manger. No royal things, as       
used by kings, were seen by those that found Him; But in the hay the stranger lay, with swaddling bands around Him. 
  
ANTHEMS                                                               Coventry Carol                                                        arr. Earlene Rentz 
Lully, lullay, thou little tiny child, by, by lully, lullay.This poor yongling for whom we sing, O rest in gentle slumber mild, O sleep, thou 
lovely child!   
 Jesus, Jesus, Rest Your Head  arr. Leo Nestor 
 Paul Taylor, baritone 
Jesus, Jesus rest your head, You have got a manger bed. All the evil folk on earth sleep in feathers at their birth. Have you heard about my 
Jesus?  Have you heard about his fate? How his Mother went to that stable on that Christmas eve so late? Winds were blowing, cows were 
lowing, stars were glowing. To that manger came three wise men, bringing gifts from him and yon for the mother and the father, and that 
blessed little Son. Milkmaids left their fields and flocks and sat beside the ass and ox. 
 
PASTORAL PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 

 
CHORAL RESPONSE  Babe of Bethlehem Traditional 
On that same night a glorious light to shepherds there appeared. Bright angels came in shining flame, they saw and greatly feared. The an-
gels said, “Be not afraid, although we much alarm you, We do appear good news to bear, as now we will inform you.” 

 
ANTHEM Joys Seven  arr. Stephen Cleobury 
The first good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of one; to see the blessed Jesus Christ when he was first her son: When he was first her son, 
good Lord, and blessed may he be, Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost, to all eternity. The next good joy that Mary had, it was the joy of 
two; to see her own son Jesus Christ to make the lame to go. The joy of three...to make the blind to see. The joy of four...to read the bible 
o’er. The joy of five...to bring the dead alive. The joy of six...upon the crucifix. The joy of seven...to wear the crown of heaven. 
 
CONGREGATIONAL SINGING 
 Angels, We Have Heard on High Hymnal no. 238 
 Angels we have heard on high sweetly singing o’er the plains, 
 And the mountains in reply echoing their joyous strains.  
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

 Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing;  
 come, adore on bended knew, Christ the Lord, the newborn King. 
 Gloria in excelsis Deo. Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
   



 

 
 What Child Is This Hymnal no. 219 
 What Child is this who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? 
 Whom Angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?  
 This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son, of Mary.  
 

 Why lies He in such mean estate, Where ox and ass are feeding? 
 Good Christians, fear, for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
 This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
 haste, haste, to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son, of Mary.  
 
 The First Noel Hymnal no. 245 
 The first Noel the angel did say was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;  
 in fields where they lay keeping their sheep, on a cold winter's night that was so deep.  
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 

 They looked up and saw a star shining in the east, beyond them far;  
 and to the earth it gave great light, and so it continued both day and night. 
 Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel, born is the King of Israel. 
 
 Silent Night  Hymnal no. 239 

Silent night, holy night, all is calm, all is bright 
Round yon virgin mother and child. Holy infant, so tender and mild, 

Sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night, holy night, shepherds quake at the sight;  
glories stream from heaven afar, heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!  

Christ the Savior is born, Christ the Savior is born! 
 

Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love’s pure light; 
Radiant beams from thy holy face with the dawn of redeeming grace, 

Jesus, Lord, at thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at thy birth. 
 
 Joy to the World  Hymnal no. 246 
 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King! 
 Let every heart prepare Him room, and heaven and nature sing, 
 and heaven and nature sing, and heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 
  

 Joy to the world, the Savior reigns!  Let all their songs employ, 
 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains repeat the sounding joy, 
 repeat the sounding joy, repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
 

 He rules the world with truth and grace, and makes the nations prove 
 The glories of his righteousness, and wonders of his love 
 And wonders of his love, and wonders, wonders of his love. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Grace Han 
 
OFFERTORY The Sussex Carol/Star Above the Garter 
  

ETHE DOXOLOGY Angels We Have Heard On High (refrain) Hymnal no. 238 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.  
Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 



 

 
EOFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Grace Han 

Almighty God,  
 we give you most humble thanks for your goodness and loving kindness,  
 to us and to all whom you have made.  
We bless you for our creation, preservation,  
 and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love found in Jesus Christ.   
May these gifts be an offering to your grace and mercy,  
 so we can offer all that we are and  
 all that we have in union with Christ’s offering for us. Amen. 
 
ANTHEM Wexford Carol arr. Dale Warland 
Good people all, this Christmas time, consider well and bear in mind what our good God for us has done, in sending his beloved Son. With 
Mary, holy, we should pray to God with love that Christmas Day; In Bethlehem upon that morn there was a blessed Messiah born. 
The night before that happy tide, the noble Virgin and her guide were long time seeking up and down to find a lodging in the town. But 
mark how all things came to pass: from every door repelled, alas! As long foretold, their refuge all was but a humble ox’s stall. Near Beth-
lehem did shepherds keep their flocks of lambs and feeding sheep; To whom God’s angels did appear, which put the shepherds in great fear. 
Prepare and go, the angels said, to Bethlehem, be not afraid; for there you’ll find this happy morn, A princely babe, sweet Jesus born. With 
thankful heart and joyful mind, the shepherds went the babe to find, and as God’s angel had foretold, they did our Savior Christ behold. 
Within a manger he was laid, And by his side the Virgin maid, attending on the Lord of Life, Who came on earth to end all strife.  
 

EHYMN Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Hymnal no. 240 
  

  
EBENEDICTION  Pastor Grace Han 
 
ECHORAL RESPONSE Babe of Bethlehem Traditional 

When this was said, straightway was made a glorious sound from heaven, Each flaming tongue an anthem sung, “To us a Saviour’s  
given.” In Jesus’ name, the glorious theme, we elevate our voices; at Jesus’ birth be peace on earth, meanwhile all heaven rejoices.  

 
EPOSTLUDE (Please be seated.) Christmas Eve Reel  Tommy Coen 
 
 

 E E E 



 

 

SUNDAY MORNING AT TRINITY 
 Those Assisting in Worship Today 

Acolyte:  Sophie Moran 
Advent Candle Lighters:  John Cardone and Philip Reynolds 

Counters:  Jodi Capps, Ed Cooley, Jenny Palazio 
Crucifer:  Taylor Hoganson 

Liturgist:  Marianne Vannatta 
Greeters:  Janet Johnson and Jenessa Stokes 

Guest Musicians:  Karen Ashbrook, hammered dulcimer; Seán Heely, fiddle;  
Ellen James, Celtic harp; Elise Kress, flute, pennywhistle; Andy Thurston, guitar. 

Pew Duty:  John Ploch  
Sound:  Harley Hopkins 

Ushers:  Claire Kinnane, Pat Nordine, Lucelle O’Flaherty (Head Usher), George Pinn, Eric Schilling 
 

The Poinsettias adorning the Altar and the Narthex are given to the glory of God and the birth of our Savior by 
friends and members of Trinity United Methodist Church.  (Please see insert for dedications.) 
 
The instruments being played today are handmade by modern instrument makers, who have carefully studied period 
instruments and use the same woods, and many of the original techniques, continuing the tradition of thousands of 
years of this historical craft. The hammered dulcimer’s strings are stretched over a trapezoidal sounding board. It is 
played by striking the strings with small mallets made of wood. It dates back to the 14th century Persia and Northern 
Europe. The name “dulcimer” is from the Latin dulcis (sweet) and Greek melos (song). Tuned diatonically, the strings 
are grouped in intervals of fourths and fifths. Flutes of one sort or another have been played in the Celtic countries for 
over a thousand years. The kind in use today is mainly the “simple-system” six-holed flute with up to eight keys. Their 
cylindrical bore and wooden construction give a hollow, airy tone, softer than the classical flute. The tin whistle or pen-
nywhistle is a simple six-holed woodwind with a mouthpiece like a recorder and with fingerings that are identical to 
those on the traditional six-holed flute (Irish flute, baroque flute). The oldest surviving whistles date from the 12th cen-
tury, but are mentioned much earlier that that. The term “penny whistle” originated on the streets of Dublin in the late 
1500’s because of the whistles’ prevalence among the beggars and vagabonds in Ireland. The Celtic harp, also known 
as the folk harp or lever harp, differs from the ornate classical pedal harp. Lever harps are so called because the mecha-
nisms used to change keys are levers that are attached to the harp and push against the strings to make them shorter and 
thus sharpen the string. The Celtic harp is one of the oldest instruments known, going back thousands of years.  It is 
believed that the violin originated from northern Italy in the early 1500’s. Its evolution can be traced to the 9th century 
Arabic rabab, 11th century Spanish rebec, 13th century French vielle and finally the 15th century Italian viola de braccio 
(of the arm). The modern violin has been adapted for use by many folk musicians playing a variety of styles.  The guitar 
is an ancient and noble instrument, whose history can be traced back over 4000 years. Many theories have been ad-
vanced about the instrument’s ancestry. It has often been claimed that the guitar is a development of the lute. The mod-
ern guitar probably originated in Spain early in the 16th century, deriving from the guitarra latina, a late-medieval instru-
ment with a waisted body and four strings. 
 
Nursery (9:45 AM - 12:15 PM): For children birth-preK (Room 105, downstairs, around the corner to the left, first 
door on the right). Led by Luz Reyes and Helen Simms.  
 
Sunday School (10-10:45 AM): 

 Children (K-5) - Room 206 
 Youth (6-12) - Chapel 
 Adult Forum - Fellowship Hall 



 

 

The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem:  Join us 
each Sunday at 11 AM for our Advent Sermon Series. 
During this season of Advent, we will journey from Naza-
reth to Bethlehem to the birth of Jesus Christ. We will 
study the times and characters of Christmas to experience 
the birth of Christ in our lives in a new way. We hope you 
will join us for this incredible journey! 
 
During the Advent season, the Sunday morning adult 
forum will examine the birth of Jesus by journeying from 
Nazareth to Bethlehem with the help of author and UMC 
minister Adam Hamilton. We will be utilizing Hamilton’s 
book, The Journey: Walking the Road to Bethlehem as our 
roadmap. Please join us for a thoughtful discussion that 
includes the Gospel accounts as well as historical and ar-
cheological data to help us more fully grasp God’s reach 
and intent for us today, over two thousand years later. 
Coffee and fellowship begin at 9:45 AM in the Parlor with 
the lesson beginning at 10 AM. 
 
The Della Somerville Circle will meet this Tuesday,  
December 11th at 6:00 PM at the home of Linda Lowery, 
for our Annual Christmas Dinner.  Please bring a dish to 
share and a “white elephant” gift for our gift exchange. 
This year we are also having a “No Bake-Bake Sale” to help 
our Youth Group raise money for Community Lodgings.  
Just put the money that you would have spent on the ingre-
dients to make your baked good for the “bake sale” and 
bring to dinner.  No need to bake a thing!  Please contact 
Linda Pitts at ihcpitts@aol.com if you have any questions or 
want to RSVP.  
 
Trinity Commemorative Ornaments!  You have the op-
portunity to purchase commemorative Christmas orna-
ments.  These ornaments are in honor of Trinity’s 240th 
Anniversary and they feature the rose window.  Whether 
for your Christmas tree or as a gift, you’ll love these beauti-
ful creations.  Please contact Jenessa in the Church Office 
or someone from the Connecting Team to purchase yours 
for $25.00. 
 
The Youth Christmas Pot Luck, Caroling, and White Ele-
phant Gift Exchange is on Sunday, December 16th from  
5:00 to 7 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  Wear your best worst 
Christmas garb, bring a dish to share (instead of $5), bring 
your singing voice, bring a gift of no more than $10 value, 
and bring some friends!  Questions or comments contact, 
Carrie Pritts: christianformation@trinityalexandria.org.   
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A big thank you to everyone who came out for the An-
nual Christmas Luncheon!  It was a special time of food 
and fellowship.  The Connecting Team would like to say a 
“huge” thank you to Judith Andrews, Jodi Capps, Pat and 
Ellan Moore, Carrie Pritts, Gretchen Regehr; and the Wil-
liams family for preparing turkeys and John Ploch, Jeff 
Miller, and Jenessa & Hank Stokes for donating the tur-
keys. Jodi Capps and Janet Johnson for the gorgeous cen-
terpieces. Catie Fitzgerald and the Bemisderfer family for 
their decorating talents. A special shout out to Eliza Costle
-Tyler and Ben and Will Bemisderfer for decorating our 
beautiful tree. Judith Andrews for her leadership and plan-
ning, Ronnie Willett for setting up the tables and chairs, 
Paul Griffith for doing the dishes, Jenessa Stokes for doing 
the shopping, Logan Williams for her assistance in the 
kitchen, Tom Tyler for being the emcee, and Linda Can-
cellieri for her amazing talents on the piano.  Thank you to 
everyone who worked behind the scenes to make this the 
best Christmas Luncheon ever!  We look forward to seeing 
everyone in February for the Heart to Heart Luncheon! 

 ~ Love, The Connecting Team 

 
 

Menu 
Adult:  BBQ  Chicken Breast 

Children:  Chicken Drumsticks 
Vegetarian:  Falafel Burger 

Sides:  Green Beans; Mac and Cheese 
Dessert 

 
RSVP on the Connection Card or by sending an 

email to office@trinityalexandria.org. 

Wednesday, December 12th 
5:30 - 7:00 PM 

TRINITY UMC’S WEEKLY NEWS 



 

 

A Special Invitation to Join Trinity’s Music Program: 
If you sing or ring, there is a place for you in our program. 
If you wish to contribute to our worship by playing an in-
strument, we welcome you.  We offer many opportunities 
to share your talents here at Trinity. As we begin the new 
year, this is the perfect time to add music to your calendar!  
 

: Choristers Grades K-8  
   Wednesday 6:15-7:30 PM 
: Trinity Ringers: (adults and teens)  
   Thursday 6:15-7:30 PM 
: Chancel Choir: (adults and teens) 
   Thursday 7:45-9:45 PM   

 
Please join us for music-making, fellowship and spiritual 
enrichment. We look forward to welcoming you to our mu-
sic program! Contact Linda Cancellieri, Director of Music 
with interest or questions at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Exciting Youth News!  Beginning January 6th, Youth 
Group will be meeting from 5:30 to 7:30PM instead of 5:30
-7 PM.  This will give us a chance to go more in depth each 
week and give us plenty of time to complete our weekly 
service project of making sandwiches for the Community 
Lodgings after school program.  For any questions, please 
reach out to Director of Christian Formation, Carrie 
Pritts christianformation@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
 

Trinity Church long has been a faithful partner for 
Fifth Sunday Dinners after worship at Rising Hope 
UMMC, our mission church along the Route 1 corridor 
that serves the least, the lost, the lonely, & the left-out.   
December 30th is a fifth Sunday and the following donated 
meal items need to be brought to Trinity Church’s kitchen 
freezer by 10 AM on Friday, December 21st, in order to 
deliver them to Rising Hope by noon that same day. Make 
note of the cooking time on top. Casseroles need to be fro-
zen since this is a week before they are used. 
 

3 persons to prepare your favorite chicken and rice 
 or pasta casserole (recipe provided upon request) for 20  
2 persons to bring canned fruit, enough to serve 30  
2 persons to bring canned green beans, enough to serve 30  
1 person to bring dinner rolls for 60  
4 persons to bring 3 dozen cookies each 
 

Thanks for sharing from our abundance for those in need. 
Contact Sue Stewart (riverfarm@cox.net) or Mary Gillman 
(marycgillman@gmail.com) with any questions or to sign up. 

 
Want to significantly impact Trinity 
UMC and reduce your taxes at the same 
time? A gift to Trinity directly from your 
IRA is a tax-smart way to assist all our 
efforts.  Everyone is unique and, of 
course, circumstances will differ from 

individual to individual.  Please contact Rich McKinney 
through the Church Office (office@trinityalexandria.org) to 
discuss about how to start the process. 

www.bdtd.novaumc.org 
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THIS WEEK AT TRINITY UMC 
Sunday 12/09/2018 2nd Sunday of Advent 
 9:45 AM Nursery Opens (Nursery - Room 105) 
 10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School (Room 205) 
 10:00 AM Youth Sunday School (Chapel) 
 10:00 AM Adult Forum (Fellowship Hall) 
 10:45 AM Worship ~ An Appalachian Christmas (Sanctuary) 
 5:30 PM Youth Group (Beverley Hills UMC) 
 
Monday 12/10/2018 
 3:30 PM Carpenter’s Shelter-Circle of Hope Class (Fellowship Hall) 
 
Tuesday 12/11/2018 
 4:30 PM Brownie Troop #60044 (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 PM Della Somerville Circle Meeting (Home of Linda Lowery) 
 7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop #113 (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:30 PM Trustees Meeting (Parlor) 
 
Wednesday 12/12/2018 
 9:20 AM Trinity Preschool Group Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 5:30 PM Trinity’s Table (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Chapel) 
 6:15 PM Choristers Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
 
Thursday 12/13/2018 
 11:00 AM Trinity Preschool Christmas Program (Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 PM OAR Meeting (Fellowship Hall Classroom) 
 6:15 PM Trinity Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 7:00 PM Boy Scout Troop #113 (Chapel) 
 7:45 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Fellowship Hall) 
 
Friday 12/14/2018 
 9:30 AM Cardinal Quilters (Fellowship Hall) 
 12:30 PM Trinity Preschool Faculty Luncheon 
 5:00 PM Alexandria Choral Society Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 
Saturday 12/15/2018 
 5:00 PM Alexandria Choral Society Concert (Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall) 
 
Sunday 12/16/2018 3rd Sunday of Advent 
 9:45 AM Nursery Opens (Nursery - Room 105) 
 10:00 AM Children’s Sunday School (Room 205) 
 10:00 AM Youth Sunday School (Chapel) 
 10:00 AM Adult Forum (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary) 
 5:00 PM Youth Group - Christmas Party (Trinity UMC) 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe all people are 
of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. As God’s love extends to 
all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, socio-economic or marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  We recognize that we are all different, and those  
differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

TRINITY UMC’S SAVE THE DATES 
Sunday, December 16: 
 3rd Sunday of Advent - Worship at 11 AM 
 
Sunday, December 23: 
 4th Sunday of Advent - Worship at 11 AM  
 
Sunday, December 24: 
 Christmas Eve 
   Family Christmas Eve Service at 5 PM 
   Candlelight Christmas Eve Service at 9 PM 
 
Sunday, December 30: 
 1st Sunday After Christmas - Worship at 11 AM ~ Lessons & Carols 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Resident Bishop Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. Grace Han pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Christian Formation Carrie Pritts christianformation@trinityalexandria.org 
Administrative Assistant Jenessa Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of School, Trinity Preschool Renee Hoegberg headofpreschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Buildings and Grounds Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 

Christmas Eve at Trinity UMC 
We hope you will join us for Christmas Eve services on December 24th! 

 

Family Service and Children’s Christmas Pageant (5 PM) 
Join us as we retell the Christmas story through song, word, and action!  All children 
will be invited to choose a costume and to participate in the story.  We will end the 
service in candlelight (glow sticks will be provided for our children). Families are invit-
ed to bring stuffed animals of all kinds to make our Nativity scene complete.  
 

Traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve Service with Holy Communion (9 PM) 
At 9 PM, join us for a traditional Candlelight Christmas Eve service with Holy Com-
munion. We will conclude our Advent journey as we gather around the manger to 
welcome the birth of Jesus Christ, the light of the world.  Special music will be provid-
ed, we hope to see you there. 


