
 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
Alexandria, Virginia 

 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
April 29, 2018 

Eleven o’clock in the morning 

I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. – John 15:1 



 THE ORDER OF SERVICE 
 
 Please stand in body and/or spirit. 
 Out of reverence for God and respect for fellow worshipers, please silence all electronic devices. 
 Childcare for children age 3 and younger is available in our nursery (room 210).  Please see an usher for more information. 
 

 
 
   WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  Pastor Bill Davis 

Welcome to Trinity United Methodist Church. God’s love be in us and among us as we greet all who enter our doors as children of God. 
Please take a moment to complete the Connection Card and prepare to place it in the offering plate later in the service. 

 
   PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP I Call Upon You, Lord Jesus Christ J.S. Bach  
 
   INTROIT Praise We in Songs of Victory     
 
OPENING LITANY  Jill Robinson 

We praise your cross, O Christ,  
for by taking it you put the devil to shame.  
We bless your resurrection from the dead,  
for by it you have blunted the sting of sin  
and saved us from death.  
Glory to you, only-begotten One.  
 

O Christ, you were led as a sheep to the slaughter,  
the princes of darkness were frightened,  
and the gates of sorrow were lifted.  
O great wonder!  
 

O great wonder! The Creator rose again.  
Come, let us worship Christ.  
Let us sing his praises.  
Glory be to you, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
 

We glorify you, O Leader of our salvation,  
for by your resurrection the world was saved from deceit,  
the devil fell, and fallen Adam arose.  
Angels and archangels sing glory to you, O Christ.  
 

O Lord, you have captured hell and trampled down death,  
you have overcome evil and saved us from the enemy. Alleluia!  
Alleluia! Alleluia! Amen. 

 
HYMN How Can We Name a Love Hymnal no. 111 
 
OPENING COLLECT  Pastor Bill Davis 

Blessed are you, eternal God,  
for your love for us surpasses our poor hearts,  
and you command that we live as faithful disciples  
who follow the risen Christ and love one another.  
As you have grafted us as living branches  
onto Christ, the true Vine,  
so prune us and cultivate us by your care  
that we may become the first fruits  
of a humanity made new  
and bear a rich harvest  
whose fruits are holiness and peace; 



 

 
through our risen Lord Jesus Christ,  
who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,  
one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
TIME WITH YOUNG CHRISTIANS  Tom Tyler 
We encourage children to stay and participate in worship. If necessary, however, preschool-age children (those not yet in kindergarten) and 
younger may go upstairs to the Nursery in room 210.  Worship bags for elementary age children can be obtained from an usher. 

 
  SCRIPTURE LESSON  Acts 8:26-40 Pew Bible, NT, Page 127 Jill Robinson 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 

 
ANTHEM  Cantique de Jean Racine Gabriel Fauré 
 
SCRIPTURE LESSON 1 John 4:7-21  Pew Bible, NT, Page 241 Jill Robinson 
 The Word of God for the people of God.  Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (Please sing before and after the Gospel Lesson.) by Paul Taylor 

GOSPEL LESSON John 15:1-8 Pew Bible, NT, Page 109 Pastor Bill Davis 
 Alleluia! The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. Alleluia!  
 
SERMON “The Necessary Connection” Pastor Bill Davis 
 
SERVICE OF BAPTISMAL COVENANT Service of Baptismal Covenant Hymnal no. 39 


HYMN Child of Blessing, Child of Promise Hymnal no. 611 
 

Commendation and Welcome 
We give thanks for all that God has already given you  
and we welcome you in Christian love.  
As members together with you in the body of Christ  
and in this congregation of The United Methodist Church,  
we renew our covenant faithfully to participate in the ministries of the church  
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness,  
that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. 

 
   PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  Pastor Bill Davis 
 A pause follows each prayer, which ends with:  Leader: Lord, in your mercy … People: Hear our prayer. 
 
   THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory forever. Amen. 
 



 

 
THE PEACE 

Trusting that nothing can separate us  
from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord,  
let us share in the blessing of godly peace. 
 

The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

All exchange signs and words of peace and reconciliation. 
 
INVITATION TO THE OFFERING  Pastor Bill Davis 
 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM Siciliene Maria von Paradis       
 
THE DOXOLOGY  Hymnal no. 94 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise God, all creatures here below: Alleluia! Alleluia! 
Praise God, the source of all our gifts! 
Praise Jesus Christ, whose power uplifts! 
Praise the Spirit, Holy Spirit! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
OFFERTORY PRAYER  Pastor Bill Davis 

Blessed are you, gracious God,  
for you carefully tend us and provide what we need  
in order for us to live as disciples of the risen Christ.  
Give us grace to abide in him, the true vine,  
and make these offerings, and our very lives,  
to bear much fruit and bring glory to you; 
in the name of Christ Jesus, our risen and living Lord. Amen. 
 
HYMN How Firm a Foundation Hymnal no. 529 

DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING  Pastor Bill Davis 
 
CHORAL RESPONSE   
 
POSTLUDE Toccata Theodore Dubois 
  
   
 
The flowers at the altar today are given to the glory of God and in honor of Carson Hopkins’ 18th Birthday. 
 

We present Caroline Curry Fitzgerald for the Sacrament of Holy Baptism. She was born in Alexandria on February 
16, 2018 to David and Catherine Fitzgerald and is the little sister of James. With joy and thanksgiving we welcome  
Caroline as a member of the family of Christ. 
 

Please join us following worship in the Narthex for fellowship and refreshments with our church family. 
 

Those Assisting in Worship Today: 
Acolyte:  Aydan Hoganson 
Counters:  Marshall Cook, Rich McKinney 
Crucifer:  Taylor Hoganson 
Liturgist:  Jill Robinson 
Greeters:  Alan and Jodi Capps 
Pew Duty:  John Ploch  
Sound:  Harley Hopkins 
Ushers:  Kaaren Christopherson; Lynn Clark; Ted Clark; Pat Nordine (Head Usher); Alva Smircina 



 

 

TRINITY UMC’S WEEKLY NEWS 
We welcome Virginia Sircey as our substitute organist 
while our Music Director, Linda Cancellieri, is on medical 
leave.  Jenny Jones will direct and accompany the Trebles in 
Linda’s stead.  Linda continues to coordinate the music 
program from home during this time.  Please support her 
and our wonderful substitute musicians with your prayers. 
 
2018 Lenten-Easter Offering – You can help Trinity 
Church continue to surpass its Lenten-Easter giving goal of 
$5,000 with $1,000 designated for Community Lodgings, 
$1,000 for ALIVE!, $1,000 for UMCOR (United Methodist 
Committee on Relief) Disaster Relief Fund, and $2,000 for 
Rising Hope. To this date, we have received $6,798. Please 
make checks payable to Trinity UMC and note “2018 Len-
ten-Easter Offering” on the memo line. Or give online 
through Trinity’s Online Giving.  Visit us at 
www.trinitalexandria.org and click the “Giving” button in 
the top right hand corner. Locate the Missions Fund line 
and specify an amount and indicate “2018 Lenten -Easter 
Offering” in the text box. We accept donations through the 
end of May.  
 
Trinity Preschool Restaurant Night is on Tuesday, May 
1 at Chadwicks from 5 - 8 PM.  Chadwicks is located at 
203 Strand Street in Old Town.  Take the night off from 
cooking and enjoy a meal with friends at one of Old 
Town’s favorite family friendly restaurants.  Chadwicks 
will give 25% of all Trinity family sales from the evening 
to the Preschool.  Paid parking is located directly across 
the street and street parking is available too.  Hope to see 
you there! 
 
Trinity’s Table: Join us on Wednesdays from 5:30 to 
7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall for Mark Sakuta’s culinary 
creativity.  
 Wednesday’s Menu (05/02):  Feast of India (No curry 
powder, just fresh ground spices) ~ Lamb Vindaloo; 
Chicken Tikka Masala (not spicy); Butter chicken (not 
spicy, Americanized Indian); Eggplant Bharta; Spinach 
Paneer; Basmati rice; Yogurt sauce and chutneys 
(condiments); Flatbreads and Dessert.  A non-Indian food 
option is available.  Children’s Menu:  Hot Dogs and 
Chips 
 Cost:  $8 per adult/$5 per child (12 and younger)/$25 
for family of 4 or more (2 adults and children, 12 and 
younger). Please RSVP on the Connection card and place 
in the offering plate during today’s service or contact the 
church office at office@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
 
 
 

Walk for a Good Cause and in Good Company! The 
37th annual Step ALIVE! Walkathon is on Sunday, May 6 
to raise funds for ALIVE!’s Child Development Center 
(CDC), a highly-rated full-day preschool program serving 
children of low-income working parents. Choose to partic-
ipate in a 5k or 5-mile stroll through beautiful Old 
Town Alexandria. The walk begins and ends at First Chris-
tian Church, 2723 King Street, Alexandria, VA. On-site 
registration and T-shirt distribution starts at 1:15 PM with 
the walk kicking off at 2:00 PM. Join us for a picnic and 
live music along with prizes at the conclusion of your 
walk. Questions? Contact info@alive-inc.org.  Want to join 
the team? Contact Director of Christian Formation, Carrie 
Pritts, christianformation@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Fairlington United Methodist Church is hosting a 
seminar on legal, financial and estate planning on 
Wednesday, May 9 at 7:00 PM.  “Getting Your Legal 
Ducks in a Row” will be led by Sam Roberson, a promi-
nent estate planning lawyer in D.C.  Refreshments will be 
provided.  Questions or for more information contact  
Al Ross at akross523@gmail.com. 
 
Sign Up For Trinity’s Semi-Annual Community 
Blood Drive, to be held Saturday, May 12, from 8:00 to 
11:30 AM.  The Trinity Pancake Breakfast is the same 
morning from 8:00 to 10:00 AM. The cost is $5.00 for 
adults and $3.00 for children 12 years old and younger. 
The pancakes are great, so come and bring your friends 
and neighbors for a good pancake breakfast before donat-
ing blood! 
 The blood drive is held in Inova’s Bloodmobile in our 
parking lot and Inova Blood Donor Services continues to 
have an immediate need for most blood types.  You are 
invited to donate double red cells — please contact Carol 
Bowers for more information.   
 Remember to eat a good breakfast before donating, you 
need to be well for at least 3 days prior to donating, and 
you must bring a photo ID to present to INOVA staff.    
 It must be at least 56 days (8 weeks) since you last do-
nated, so you can’t have donated since March 17.  Most 
healthy people can be blood donors and must be at least 
16 years old, with signed parental consent form, or 17 
years old and up with no consent form (no upper age lim-
it), well for 3 days (no symptoms of illness, including 
colds), and 110 pounds minimum.  The donation process 
takes about 1 hour and plenty of slots are available.  Please 
consider participating in this worthy mission.   
 To make an appointment, visit www.inovabloodsaves.org, 
click Locate a Blood Drive and use sponsor code 3515 
under Search by Sponsor or contact Carol Bowers 
at carol_bowers@cox.net or 703-534-5230. 



 

 

TRINITY UMC’S WEEKLY NEWS 
 
 

Easter blessings were present in abundance at Christ 
House in April when Mary Beth Buchholtz, Jeff Lane and 
their friends, Kipp Maloney and Buddy Ward prepared 
and served dinner to the needy and homeless. We’re all 
grateful for their service!  Looking for volunteers 
for Sunday, May 13 at 3:15 PM; please consider serving in 
honor or memory of your mother.  Contact Susan 
at shwillis76@gmail.com if you’re interested.  
 
Trinity Launches Bold Prayer Campaign.  Facilitated 
by Mary Beth Buchholz and assisted by the Christian  
Formation Committee, we are committing to pray for the  
children, youth, and college-age kids of Trinity.  We are 
doing this to uphold our baptismal promises and to help 
raise these kids in the way that leads to life.  There is still 
time to get involved!  If you have a child or grandchild for 
whom you would like us to pray, reach out to Mary Beth 
Buchholz at marybeth@freespiritfloral.com or Carrie Pritts, 
christianformation@trinityalexandria.org and we will make sure 
the child is included.  
 
Exciting Youth News!  Beginning September 2018 
Trinity Youth combine with the youth of Beverley Hills 
UMC to meet every week!  There is an upcoming oppor-
tunity for youth and parents (including rising 6th graders) 
to meet the folks from Beverley Hills and fellowship op-
portunities over the summer.  Be sure to look for those 
announcements in the bulletin and the eTrumpeter.  For 
any questions, please contact Director of Christian For-
mation, Carrie Pritts, christianformation@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Our Music Program at Trinity is open to all! We invite 
you to join us as we prepare anthems for singing and 
compositions for ringing. In addition, if there are those 
who wish to contribute instrumental music to our ser-
vices, please know that your talents are welcome.  We 
have a three octave set of handbells and need more ring-
ers to complete the choir.  If you have experience but 
cannot commit, you could offer to be a substitute ringer. 
The Chancel Choir welcomes new singers in all sections. 
There are no auditions for any of the choirs. Come try us 
out! And if you wish some private coaching, that is also 
available. Questions? Contact Linda Cancellieri, Director 
of Music. Come see Linda at the organ after a service or 
email her with any questions at music@trinityalexandria.org. 
 
Don’t Forget - Stamp Out Hunger!  To donate, just 
place a box or can of non-perishable food next to your 
mailbox before your letter carrier delivers mail on Satur-
day, May 12. The carrier will do the rest. The food is sort-
ed, and delivered to an area food bank or pantry, where it 

 

Finance Committee Report 
March 2018 

 
Here is the financial status through the month of 
March. 

In March we had some very large expenses for our 
HVAC system ($18,000) that drove the large net defi-
cit for the month.  So far we have spent about 40% of 
our annual budget for Church Maintenance and Re-
pair while being only 25% through our budget year. 
As we go through the year this should correct itself if 
we maintain our usual giving patterns.   
 
As a reminder, one way make sure you don’t miss a 
pledge donation, is to set up electronic giving.  It is 
easy to do with the new website (simply click on the 
Giving icon on the top right hand corner of the 
Trinity home page:  www.trinityalexandria.org).  Last year 
close to 40% of our giving was done electronically.  It 
really does help even out the giving over the year.  
You can see that our expenses are already leaping 
ahead of last year – which accounts for some of the 
impact to our net result for the year.  
 
I do want let you know how very much we appreciate 
your support of Trinity UMC, its staff, our missions 
and our outreach into the Alexandria community and 
the world.  All of your giving makes what we do pos-
sible.  Thank you! 
 
Rich McKinney 
Finance Chair 

 
Month of 

March 
2018 to 

date 
2017 to 

date 

Total Receipts $35,328 $123,392 $134,998 

Total Expenses $58,561 $140,277 $110,463 

Net $(23,233)  $(16,885) $24,535 



 

 

The Welcome Statement of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
“Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me.”   Matthew 10:40 

 
Trinity United Methodist Church is committed to be a congregation of Open Hearts, Open Minds and Open Doors. We believe all people are 
of sacred worth and dignity as part of God’s creation and as demonstrated by the life and ministry of Jesus Christ. As God’s love extends to 
all, we welcome everyone without exception, regardless of age, race, ethnicity, gender, family structure, socio-economic or marital status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, physical or mental ability, faith history or life experience.  We recognize that we are all different, and those  
differences make us a stronger community of faith as we worship together to grow in our relationship with God and one another. 
 

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is: 
Building a strong Christian community to find, share, and celebrate the love of Christ in our hearts, neighbors and our world. 

THIS WEEK AT TRINITY UMC 
Sunday 04/29/18 Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 9:30 AM Nursery Opens (Nursery) 
 9:30 AM Children’s Sunday School (Rom 206) 
 9:30 AM Rise & Shine Youth and Adult Forum (Fellowship Hall) 
     “Lesser Known Bible Players Part II” 
 11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary) 
 5:30 PM Confirmation (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Tuesday 05/01/18  
 9:00 AM Trinity Preschool Group Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 5:00 PM Trinity Preschool Restaurant Night (Chadwicks in Old Town) 
 7:00 PM Boy Scouts #113 (Fellowship Hall) 
 7:30 PM Trustees Meeting (Parlor) 
 

Wednesday 05/02/18 
 2:30 PM Trinity UMC Staff Meeting (Parlor) 
 5:30 PM Trinity’s Table (Fellowship Hall) 
 6:00 PM Centering Prayer (Chapel) 
 6:15 PM Trebles and Choristers Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
 

Thursday 05/03/18 
 6:15 PM Ringers Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 7:45 PM Chancel Choir Rehearsal (Music Suite) 
 
Friday 05/04/18 
 12:30 PM Trinity Preschool Faculty Meeting (Fellowship Hall) 
 

Sunday 05/06/18 Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 9:30 AM Nursery Opens (Nursery) 
 9:30 AM Children’s Sunday School (Rom 206) 
 9:30 AM Rise & Shine Youth and Adult Forum (Fellowship Hall) 
 11:00 AM Worship (Sanctuary) 
 3:00 PM Junior Troop #5041 (Fellowship Hall) 
 3:00 PM Brownie Troop #1193 (Fellowship Hall) 
 5:30 PM Confirmation (Fellowship Hall) 



 

 

Trinity United Methodist Church 
2911 Cameron Mills Road 

Alexandria, VA 22302 
 

Phone: (703) 549-5500 | Fax: (703) 549-7410 
Monday - Thursday 9 AM - 5 PM | Friday 9 AM - 2 PM 

Find us on the Web:  www.trinityalexandria.org | Facebook:  Trinity UMC-Alexandria 
 

Trinity United Methodist Church Staff 
Resident Bishop Bishop Sharma D. Lewis TerriBiggins@vaumc.org  
Alexandria District Superintendent Rev. Jeff Mickle alexandriads@vaumc.org 
Pastor Rev. William A. Davis, Jr. pastor@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Music Linda Cancellieri music@trinityalexandria.org 
Director of Christian Formation Carrie Pritts christianformation@trinityalexandria.org 
Administrative Assistant Jenessa M. Stokes office@trinityalexandria.org 
Head of School, Trinity Preschool Renee Hoegberg headofpreschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Office Manager, Trinity Preschool Claire Maucieri preschool@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Supervisor Luz Reyes nursery@trinityalexandria.org 
Nursery Assistant Helen Simms 
Buildings and Grounds Ronnie Willett ronnie@trinityalexandria.org 
Accountant Beatriz M. Cook accountant@trinityalexandria.org 

 
May 1:  Trinity Preschool Restaurant Night at Chadwicks of Old town from 5 - 8 PM. 
 
May 6:  The 37th annual Step ALIVE! Walkathon - Registration begins at 1:15 PM at First Christian Church 
 
May 12:  Trinity Pancake Breakfast at 8 AM 
    Trinity UMC Semi-Annual Inova Blood Drive at 8 AM 
    Stamp Out Hunger 2018 
 
May 13:  Ascension Sunday and Mother’s Day: Worship at 11 AM 
 
May 20:  Pentecost and Confirmation Sunday: Worship at 11 AM 
 
May 28:  Trinity UM Church Office closed in observance of Memorial Day.  
 
June 3:  Pastor Davis Retirement Party at Noon. 
 
June 15-17:  2018 Virginia Annual Conference - Making a Difference at Hampton Roads, VA 
 
June 17:  Fourth Sunday after Pentecost and Father’s Day: Worship at 11 AM 
 
July 4:  Trinity UM Church Office closed in observance of Independence Day. 
 
July 15:  Pastor Grace Han Welcome Party at Noon. 

TRINITY UMC’S SAVE THE DATES 


